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ments of walking and grasping depends upon a thorough
investigation of each joint of the arm and leg, which will
account for every variety of walking and grasping; so
for our purpose must we explain every mechanism and
apparatus which assist in the formation of articulate
sounds, that we may thus become acquainted with the
whole range of possible articulate sounds, and distinguish
those which are actually in use. We may, however,
without in any way injuring our subject, pay particular
attention to the more familiar languages of Europe.

BECIPBOCAL CLOSUBE OF THE CAVITIES OF THE MOUTH
AND NOSE.

Of the two means of exit open to the expiratory
current of air, that of the cavity of the nose is, under
normal conditions, only employed in the mechanism of
respiration. The passage through the cavity of the
mouth, though under unusual circumstances also forming
a passage for the breath, is, on the contrary, generally
employed when the current of air is used for the creation
of speech. The cavity of the nose, however, serves also
as a passage for the air in certain articulate sounds.
We shall, therefore, proceed to examine by what mechan-
ism the current of air is driven through one or other of
these passages.

A general explanation is at once given in the peculiar
adjustment of the soft palate, which, when at rest, hangs
vertically downwards, closing from behind the cavity of
the mouth and leaving the entrance to the nasal cavity
free; when raised, however, till it lies horizontally, the
floor of the nasal cavity is continued to the posterior
wall of the pharynx: thus the entrance to it is closed,
while that of the cavity of the mouth is left perfectly